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of knowledge, such as Colles' fracture, which every medical student is
eventually called upon to recite.
The dissecting guide is illustrated with 79 plates, which might well be
somewhat larger, in black and white. The type is large and clear with major
points emphasized in black, heavy type, thus facilitating review and minimiz-
ing the need for underlining. The book is bound so that it lies flat which
means that hands soaked in cadaver fixative will not have to reopen the book
constantly to the desired page.
A particular merit of the book is the author's success in clearly presenting
the highlights of anatomy while omitting, without serious consequence, the
bothersome minutiae of detail and lengthy directions for tedious dissection
that tend to confound and confuse the beginner. The reviewer speaks here
on the basis of his own recent experience in freshman anatomy.
In a large class, with laboratory instructors at a premium, this book will
be a particularly useful guide to steer the student through the various fossae
and fenestrae of anatomy.
M. M. LOTZ
HISTORICAL REVIEW OF BRITISH OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY. By J.
M. Munro Kerr, R. W. Johnstone, and Miles H. Phillips. Edinburgh and
London, E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd., 1954. 420 pp. $6.75.
Progress in medical science is such that, at a given stage of knowledge,
the next logical advance presents itself to a number of different minds. For
the historian or for the contemporary writer it is often difficult to assign the
credit where it is due.
This task has been undertaken by Senior Fellows of the Royal College
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in a semi-jubilee volume written as a sequel
to H. R. Spencer's History of British Midwifery 1650-1800. The work is
done in a thorough and painstaking fashion with carefully documented ac-
counts of the progress and contributions made by British obstetricians. For
a book about the British and by the British, rather generous mention is
made of advances from the European continent and America.
Seven-eighths of the book is devoted to obstetrics. The 150 years are
divided into three periods, each period being subdivided into chapters on
various aspects of midwifery. This is followed by a fourth series of chapters
recording the advances in special subjects. In places, this form of organiza-
tion leads to a disconnected and occasionally repetitious account. Gynecology
is limited to four chapters at the end. There is little or no discussion of
developments in knowledge of reproduction, sterility, gynecological pa-
thology, genital infections, endocrine abnormalities, or certain aspects of
steroid hormones. Ovarian, vulvar, and corpus carcinoma is not mentioned.
As in any volume with multiple contributors, some chapters are more
complete than others, but as a whole, it is a dignified account commendably
done-as it should be-by men, some of whom have made places for them-
selves in future histories. There are lengthy discussions as to who should
receive the laurels for various obstetrical manoeuvres or who first per-
formed certain operative procedures. Should Crede or Dublin have prior
claim to the management of the third stage of labor? Should Donald or
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Fothergill be credited with the Manchester pelvic repair? It is pointed out
that one may discover and another popularize a new method, or that, as in
the case of the "cadaveric particles" of Semmelweis, enlightenment may not
be accepted for many years because of unbelievers. History ignores the
young assistant or pupil who often is the first to express the idea that later
becomes the property of his seniors. The effort to be fair and factually cor-
rect is commendable, though at times not very stimulating reading. This is
a useful historical reference work rather than an attempt to portray the
romance of medicine.
JOHN McLEAN MORRIS
THE PINEAL GLAND. A REVIEW OF THE PHYSIOLOGIC LITERATURE. By
Julian I. Kitay and Mark D. Altschule. Published for the Commonwealth
Fund. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1954. 280 pp. $5.00.
This volume lists over 700 references to the pineal gland and for this
alone is an invaluable aid to those who require a ready access to the litera-
ture on this organ. The authors have evidently read a majority of these
papers and have analyzed them under the various organ systems which at
one time or another have been reported to be affected by removal of the
pineal gland or injection of extracts made from it. Their study is thorough
and the evidence has been carefully reviewed. The conclusion is that while
there is some suggestive evidence for the endocrine function of this organ,
it is far from satisfactory and their opinion is best expressed in their own
words: "Although the available physiologic and clinical data justify the
presumption that the gland is functional, its functions cannot yet be
defined" (p. 104).
This volume will have made a significant contribution if it encourages
others to undertake more extensive and more rigidly controlled studies
than have often been the case in the past.
C. N. H. LONG
CONGENITAL SYPHILIS. By David Nabarro. Baltimore, The Williams
and Wilkins Company, 1954. 470 pp. $10.00.
This publication seems almost anachronistic since the diagnosis and treat-
ment of congenital syphilis no longer constitutes an important problem.
Nonetheless, the decrease in incidence of congenital syphilis has not pro-
ceeded to the point of complete eradication, so this problem continues to
merit attention.
Nabarro's monograph is based on an experience with over 1,000 cases.
A large number of these patients were seen in the pre-penicillin era; thus,
this work is in part an historical account of a once prevalent affliction. The
subject of congenital syphilis is discussed extensively in terms of pathology,
symptomatology, diagnosis, treatment, and prognosis. In general, the dis-
cussions are well written and authoritative; they represent a blending of
the author's large experience and that reported in the literature. Compre-
hensive bibliographies are included and would be helpful for further read-
495